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4A Raycar Cheng -- Create U.S. Open ‘Robotics
Championship

This year we were fortunate enough to
represent TLLF in an international .robotics
tournament held in the USA. The Create U.S. Open
Robotics Championship, organized by the Robotics
Education and Competition Foundation, was held
in Council Bluffs, lowa USA for 9 days from April
5th to 13th, -2015. It was our first time to
compete in such a prestigious global event and we
felt a little nervous when we arrived at the
venue to meet the other competitors.

We needn’t have worried as there were 85
other teams taking part in the tournament and
they were all friendly and welcoming. In fact in
the earlier rounds of the competition we were
asked to work together with members of another
team. This allowed us to really get to know each
other and improve our communication skills.

Before each round of “the competition, we
prepared the robots carefully and spent-every
second testing the systems. Our aim was to score
as many points as possible while making sure our
robot kept running smoothly. When we weren’'t
competing we watched the other participants
carefully to study their tactics and improve our
skills.

During our time in the USA, we visited a high
school called Mount Michael Benedictine: | found
school life in America to be quite unlike my
experience of studying in Hong Kong.. Students
seem to have less pressure in the US and although
the students are taught to have good time
management, they seemed more relaxed in their
approach to school-life in general.

It was truly a life-changing experience to join
an overseas competition. We made many new
friends from another culture and most
importantly we learnt the importance. of team
work and the true meaning of ‘team spirit’ .

We would like to thank Mr. Tang and Mrs. .Li
for arranging the trip to the USA and providing all
their help, expertise and support throughout the
competition.
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